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Legends A
bout Pysanky

A
 very long tim

e ago G
od sent a terrible plague.  Entire villages w

ere dying, and nobody knew
 

the cure for the plague.  O
ne w

om
an – a w

idow
 – had ten sons, and the plague took nine of 

them
.  The w

om
an suffered m

uch, and prayed to G
od so ardently, that he took pity on her and 

said: she could save her youngest boy if she m
ade him

 a shirt em
broidered w

ith crosses and 
flow

ers, so that the A
ngels of D

eath w
ould recognize him

.

The w
om

an saved herself, and her son, but now
 she suffered even m

ore, because she knew
 that 

the plague w
as continuing to kill people indiscrim

inately. She w
anted to tell everyone about 

G
od’s cure, but she couldn’t, because G

od had told her this: if you tell other people, you w
ill not 

be able to save yourself.

Easter approached, and long before the holiday the w
om

an began decorating eggs w
ith dyes 

and giving them
 to people, to have them

 blessed and eaten.  She painted on them
 crosses, 

flow
er, leaves.... The eggs w

ere so nice, that the people didn’t eat them
, but saved them

 and 
placed those pysanky in a prom

inent place in their hom
es. 

In this w
ay did the w

ise w
om

an save her people, as w
ell as her son and herself, from

 death.

************
The first pysanky w

ere w
ritten by the Virgin M

ary.  W
hen Jesus w

as little, he liked to play w
ith 

pysanky.  M
ary w

rote pysanky for him
 w

ith a golden stylus.  W
hen C

hrist w
as taken aw

ay to be 
crucified, the Virgin M

ary w
rote them

 in the dark, but they turned out very beautiful, because, 
w

hile w
riting them

, she w
as crying, the tears pouring out of her eyes; w

herever the tears fell on 
the pysanky, colorful dots w

ere form
ed.  That is w

hy pysanka-m
akers still put dots on their 

pysanky.
************

A
 poor m

an w
as carrying a basket of eggs to m

arket on the day Jesus C
hrist w

as being led to be 
crucified. The cross w

as heavy, and C
hrist w

as collapsing beneath his burden.  The m
an felt pity 

for C
hrist; he left his basket by the side of the road, and w

ent to help Jesus carry the cross, 
carrying it all the w

ay to the place of crucifixion. 

W
hen the m

an returned to his basket, he saw
 that the eggs had all been transform

ed into 
pysanky and krashanky. 

************
W

hen C
hrist w

as crucified, the blood from
 his w

ounds dripped onto the stones below
 the cross.  

Each of these rocks becam
e a red krashanka.  Virgin M

ary stood near the crucified C
hrist, and 

her tears dripped onto the stones; these becam
e pysanky. 

************
W

hen Jesus C
hrist rose from

 the dead, he said to the soldiers w
ho w

ere guarding his tom
b, “G

o 
forth and tell all the people that C

hrist has risen, and here is a sign so they w
ill believe you.” 

W
ith this the Savior took som

e pysanky from
 his tom

b and gave them
 to the soldiers. Thus 

began the custom
 of m

aking pysanky for Easter.

Polissia
Tw

o pysanky



H
alychyna

“O
ak Leaves”

W
hite

O
range

Red –> Black

Sym
bolism

A
nim

al Sym
bols

Birds:  harbingers of spring
!

renew
al of life and nature

Rooster, Rooster’s com
b:  fertility

H
orse, D

eer: sun sym
bols/D

azhboh
!

prosperity, good health

Ram
’s horns:  perseverance

Fish:  Jesus C
hrist



Spider, Spider w
eb:  good luck

W
olves’ teeth:  loyalty

G
eom

etric Sym
bols

Triangle:  natural trinity: heaven, earth, people

D
iam

onds:  fields

C
urls:  protection, defense

 H
eart:  love

Plant sym
bols

Pine, horsetail:  eternal youth, good health

K
uban

“O
ld W

om
an”

Side
View

Front
View



Bukovyna
“K

osytsia”
Tree/branch/leaves:  strength, grow

th

O
ak (leaves, acorns):  health, long life, 

!
the god Perun

!“Vazon” (tree of life):
!

plant fertility 

G
rapes:  H

oly com
m

union, 
!

good harvest 

Flow
ers:  love, w

isdom
  



H
ousehold Sym

bols

Ladder:  prayer

Sieve (resheto):  plow
ed fields 

Basket:  m
otherhood, know

ledge

Rakes, com
bs:  rain, w

ater  

W
indm

ills:  Svaroh, m
ovem

ent of the 
!

sun across the sky

Saw
:  fire, life-giving heat

R
eligious Sym

bols

Star/Ruzha : sun (D
azhboh)  

H
utsul

“H
earts”



Star/R
uzha

W
hite

Yellow

G
reen

O
range

Red –> Black

Sun:  life, G
od  (D

azhboh)  

  Berehynia 
(G

reat G
oddess)

Serpent/Zm
iya

(W
ater G

od)

C
ross:  Sun sym

bol; 
!

Svaroh, C
hrist

C
hurches

M
eander:  eternity!

!
!

  



W
riting Pysanky

W
hat m

aterials do I need?

1.!
C

lean eggs at room
 tem

perature, w
ithout cracks or blem

ishes
2.!

Stylus/kistka
3.!

Beesw
ax

4.!
Egg dyes (aniline or natural)

5.!
C

andle (in a holder)
6.!

Paper tow
els

7.!
Vinegar

8.!
Pencil

9.!
C

lean H
ands!!!

H
ow

 do I m
ake a pysanka?

1.!
W

ash your hands very w
ell

2.!
U

sing the pencil, draw
 the m

ain lines of your design; do not use the eraser!
3.!

Prepare your stylus and w
rite on the egg w

ith w
ax

!
!

a.!
heat the stylus (m

etal part only) in the flam
e (slow

ly count from
 1 to 8  !

!
!

!
1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8)

!
!

b.!
scoop up som

e beesw
ax in the large end of the stylus

!
!

c.!
heat the tip of the stylus in the flam

e (count 1-2-3)
!

!
d.!

w
rite on the egg w

ith w
ax until the w

ax stops flow
ing

!
!

e.!
repeat steps “c” and “d” until you run out of w

ax 
!

!
f.!

start again w
ith step “a”

4.!
D

raw
 in, w

ith w
ax, all the elem

ents of the design that you w
ish to rem

ain w
hite

5.!
Put the egg in the vinegar w

ater m
ix (~1 T vinegar to 1 cup w

ater) for 3-5 m
inutes

6.!
Put the egg in the first dye (usually yellow

) for 3-5 m
inutes

7.!
Rem

ove the egg from
 the dye and pat it dry gently w

ith a paper tow
el

8.!
D

raw
 in, w

ith w
ax, all the elem

ents of the design that you w
ish to rem

ain yellow
9.!

Repeat the dye–dry–w
rite process, beginning w

ith the lightest colors and ending 
!

w
ith the darkest colors.  The usual order is:

!
   w

hite 
vinegar rinse 

 yellow
 

light green 
orange 

!
   bright red 

final color (black, dark red, dark blue, brow
n, etc.)

10.!
Rem

ove the w
ax: hold the egg next to the flam

e (N
O

T over it) until the w
ax begins 

!
to m

elt (it w
ill look like w

ater).  W
ipe off the m

elted w
ax w

ith a paper tow
el. K

eep 
!

repeating until all the w
ax has been rem

oved

Three Sim
ple Patterns

W
hite

W
hite

W
hite

Yellow

Yellow

Yellow

O
range –> Red

O
range –> Red

Red –> Black


